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.To the Diſconfolate LADY, 
Madam ELIZABETH LUCIE, 


The Daughter and Heireſs of 


FACOB LUCIE Eſq; Decreaſed. 


Madam, 
Hough nm» Man by Natare, and. Pra- 


Ctice too, was ever a greater affetier of 

Privacy than I my ſelf (as 'tis wel 
known ) have always been ; yet at this time 
[ am well content to let this my platn Panegy- 
rical Difcourſe (that was lately prepared, J 
our appointment, for the more ſolemn Celebra« 
tion of Tour moft dear Father's Funeral) be 
expoſed to the Publich, for the Reaſons follows 


ing. | . 
A 2 Firft, 


4 The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 

Firſt, For Tour Ladyſhips own infor mation 
and ſatisfattion (in regard you could not be 
perſonally preſent ) that there was nothing de- 
livered by me in my Charatter of him, but 
what he deſerved, and what may paſs (upon 
your own Knowledge) for a true and lively 
Pourtraifture of him in Little, as to his good 
Diſpofition, Nature and Converſation ; the 
peruſal whereof may he, perbaps, in proceſs 
of time, as delightfull to your ſerious Re- 
flettions in your Cloſet, as the beholding of 
fome well-drawn Pitture of his comely Perſon 
will be to your Eye in your Parlour or Din, 
ing-Room. | 


Secondly, For the neceſſary wY and relief 


of one third part, at leaf, of the Auditory : 
Who, though they crowded into the Church as 
far as it was poſſible, yet were able to hear and 
under$fand very little or nothing of wbat was 
delivered, by reaſon of the unappeaſable nay 


Q 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 3 - 
and diflarbance that was then ;made at the 
lower,end-of it by the rude Rabble: Now, 
T beſe, I preſume, would think their Loſs ve- © 
ry much aggravated, and ſay they have cauſe 
to Complain of me, if by my refuftng to make 
ir public, they ſhould be depriv'd both of the 
Shadow and Subſtance. at once, as well of the 
Copy as -of the Original. 


Thirdly and laſtly, To mate it appear that 
my. fincere defire and endeavour is to preſerve 
and to perpetuate, as far as I am able, the good 
Name and Memory of ſo deſerving and worthy © 
a Perſon ; Where I ſhall not expatiate, but only. © 
intreat your Ladyſh1 } at preſent to moderate 


your Grief , to ownthe Lord's Hand in this ſad. 


Breach that is made 1n your Family, and in a 
word, to labour to make a right uſe of it for 


your * ſpiritual good and growth 1n Grace ; and' 


then. never doubt but that in due time he will _ 
be. pleaſed: 


6 The Epiſile Dedicatory. 


be pleaſed to repair and make up the ſame hy ano= 
tber Relation to your preat Comfort. Which 
#s the daily Prayer and Defire of, 


From my Study, Dear Madam, 
Decemb. it. 
$6FY, Your Ladyſhips moſt ſaiclifull 


Servant and Orator , 


Jeremiah Dodſon. 


Plalm 37. 37- Mark the perfet# Man, and behold the up- 
right : For the end of that Man is peace. 


Avid's delign in this 37th. Plalmwas to prevent 
'Þ the Offence and Scandal that ſome might be 


very apt to take, when they ſaw the Proſpe- 
rity of the Ungodly, and the many Aflictions of the- 
Righteous ; quite contrary to:the Law of Moſes, which. 
pronuſed all good things to them that keprt- ir, and 
chreatned all kind of Ey1l co them that.obſerved it not : 
Whereupon he defirech the Farthful! ro be only patient 
a little, and- ſtay but a while, and chen they- 
!hould 1n due time ſee both the ſaid Trreataings and 
Promiſes verified. And this he profecutert: through: 
the whole Pſalm, and. yery andutirioutly endea- 
yours to -Conyince them of 4t-; partly by repre-- 
lenting before them the different praCtices,. ways 
and aCtions of thoſt two different forts of Men ; part-- 
ly by appealing to his own-certain knowledge 2nd ex- 
perience -of the truth-of it : For verſe. 25. 1-have been 
young, and. now am old-; yet: have 1 not: ſeen the: regbteous- 
forſaken, nor his feed beggrng bread. And lattly, - Fe- 


terring the matter to the different nds, which he.was- 
fure- that. Divine. Pxoyidence would allot: to:them 
| according]y 3 


(8) 
accordingly ; if Men would but only wait a while and 
take notice of them ; For, Mark, the perfef# Man, and be- 
hold the upright ; and you will always find that rhe | 
Lind of that Man ts Peace ; But for the Tranſgreſſors 
they ſhall be deſtroyed together, and the Eud of the wicked 
ſhall be cut off. ver. 38. which Conſiderations were a- 
bundantly ſufficient to quiet and comforc. the minds of 
the Faithfull as to this matter, could they but forbear 
their unreaſonable fretting, repining and murmuring at 
God's ſeyere and dark difpenſations towards them; 
(which he diſlwades them from with all earnelſtneſs 
an the beginning of the Pſalm ; umn regard that therein 
God did but deal with them as Children ; as the Apoſtle 
{peaks : For what Son ts he whom the Father chaſteneth not ? 
Hebr. 12.7. 8.) and be content in ſtead of that, in 
their patience poſleſs their Souls until they had ſeen 
the final upſhot and iſſue thereof, This is the Sum of 
the whole Pſalm in general. | | 

His drift and ſcope in this verſe, in particular is, To 
encourage all good Men to perſerverance, what AMic- 
tions or Tryals ſoever befall them, by ſetting before 
them the peace and happineſs that ſhall be the certain 
lot and portion of all ſuch at the laſt, at leaſt 3 which 
the Wicked are no ways capable of : Mark the perfettf 
Man, and behold the upright ; For the end of that Man is" 
peace : But the Tranſgreſſors ſhall be deſtroyed together ;;and 
the end of the wicked ſhall be cut off. 

In 


(9) 
In the words I obſerve two diſtinct things. 


both with reſpect to his moral ſtate and quali- 

fication, which denomunateth him to be perfe& 

and upright : And alſo with reſpe&t to his final 

ſtate and happy condition hereafter, hzs end zs peace. 

2. The Pſalmiſt's Advice and Direttion, how we may 
beſt make advantage of it unto our ſelves ; and 

that is by taking ſpecial notice and confidering of 

it: Mark the perfet# Man, and behold the upright, &c. 

1. General. I begin with the good man's Character and 
Deſcription, and that with reſpett, firſt, to his moral ſtate 
and qualification, during this Life, which denomunateth him to 
be __ and upright ; which two words are render'd 

both by the Chaldee and Septuagznt 1n the Abſtract, Ke 

perfeftzon, and obſerve uprightneſs : but our Engliſh Tranf. 
lation (I humbly conceive) ſuiteth beſt with the Ori- 
ginal ; and therefore I ſhall not deviate from it, but 
take and read them as I here find them in the Concrete: 
Vark the perfeft man, and behold the upright : Which two 
vords, perfef? and upright, generally are lookd on by 
moſt, as equipollent ſynonymous Terms, importing 
both one and the ſame thing ; perfef being as much as 
;pright ; and upright as perfef? : But I rather think, that 
be former word perfeft, intends the good-Man's mcertty 
owards God ; and the latter, upright, his integrity to- 
wards Men ; and fo both beſpeak him in the language 
B of 


1. The good Man's Charafter and Deſcription ; and that The 1 


(9) 

of St. Paul, (4&524:16.)tobe ſuch a One as exerciſeth him- 
ſelf to havealways a Conſcience,void of offence,both toward God 
and towards Men. And this I am confirmed in by the ex- 
planation that to this purpoſes given ofthem both inthe 
7. Job. ver. 1. T here was a Man in the Land of Uz,, whoſe 
name was Job : And that Man was perfett and upright, one 
that feared God,and eſchewed evil. Where it is undeniable 
- that the former phraſe, onz that feared God, pointed ar 
Zob's integrity to God-ward ; and the Jatter of them, 
eſchewed evil, at his unſpotted Converſation and Up- 
rightneſs among Men : And for this cauſe, my purpoſe 
is to ſpeak ſomething of them diſtinctly and ſeverally, 
And firſt, Mark the perfett Man : but where is there ſuch 
a one to be met with ? though we run to and fro through the 
ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and ſeek in the broad places therecf, 
(where Great Men (perhaps) the Prophet meant, whe 
ſhould be the beſt, had their Habitations : ) Tet wher: 
ſhall we find a Man that deſerves this noble Charafter? there 
was a time; indeed, when Man might be truly ſaid toff 
be perfet?, I mean in his primitive ſtate of Creation ; fo 

God,faith the Wiſe man, made man upright, Ecclels.7. 29 
but ſince Adam's Fall he telleth us expreſly, verſe 20 
That- there 1s not a. juſt man upon Earth, that doth good and 
funneth uot. For who can ſay, I have made my heart clean, 

am pure from my Sin? Prov. 20. 9g. with 1. John 1. 8. || 
1 juſtifie my ſelf (faith Job, chap. g. 20.) mme own mout| 
ſhall condemn me : If I ſay 1 am perfet?, it ſhall alſo prov 


me perverſe. Tec 


(10) 

To find out therefore and rightly underſtand Da 
vid's true meaning and very intention in this- exprefſi- 
theff 97, and reconcile it to the foregoing contradictory pat- 
boſe 12865 of Holy Writ ; I muſt delire you to diſtinguiſh 
betwixt an abſolute and legal, a qualified and an Evangelt- 
cal perfeftion : T he former of theſe, which lieth and con- 
{iſteth in a full and exaCt univerſal conformity to the. 
whole Law and Will of God, in being free from all 
pollution and ſtain of Sin, and having the Graces of 
God's Holy Spirit raiſed up to their higheſt pitch in 
Man's Soul : Thzs, never any could juſtly pretend to 
Jon this fide Heaven, faye only Adam before his Tranf- 
greſſion, and our Lord Feſus Chrift himſelf, that was bath 
God and Man : But yet a qualified;jand an Evangelical per- 
-10n 1s attainable by all men in this life preſent : And 
this is that which the Pfalmiſt here ſpeaketh of. Which 
Jis diſtinguiſh'd again by the Learned into two Spe- 
Cics, ViZ. The _—_ of Parts, and of Degrees ; by 
the former of he e, he ts ſaid to be perfett : Cut mhil de 
ft corum que ad ſtatum ſalutis neceſſaria ſunt 5 who wants 
w Graces that are neceſſary to, and which do accompany 
alvation. By the latter, be ts ſard to be perfefs, whots 
St defettrve in any degree or meaſure of Grace ; which is a 
&-rfe£ion that none can attain to here upon Earth, 
vhere the beſt of us all muſt needs confeſs our ſelves 
o be Minors. In Heaven, it 1s true, The Spirits of juſt 
men ſhall be made perfet3 ; (Heb. I2, 23.) but here they 


2 arc 


(12) 


| are only Viatores, Pulgrims and Strangers, ſeeking and 


ſtriving after perfettion ; for till we have pur off the Rag 
of corruption we cannot wa on the Robes of perfettion. In 
Scripture, therefore, when we are called upon to be per 
feft, even as our Fathers in Heavens perfett, the mean 
ing 1s not, That we can actually atra'2 to what is re 
quird ; bur only to teach us what we ſhould aim a 
and what our deſires and endeayours muſt tend to: 
viz. To ſtrive to. be holy, even as he which hath call'd us is 
holy m all manner of converſation, as 1. Pet. 1. 15. 

In ſhort then, the Pſalmiſt's perfef? man here in thi 
place 15, Every fancere, good and rig bteous man ; every 1 
ferened Iſraelite indeed, in whom ts neither gule nor hyper: 


per- fie 5 who inan Evangelical ſenſe may be-ſaid to be per 
man: fef} thele four ways. 


WH Peſcrip- 


1. Intentionally; perfection being the end and deſign: of 
his deſires and daily endeavours; And thus all the faith 
full Servants of God may be ſaid to be perfect, ſerv 
zng the law of. God with" their minds (as St. Paul ſauth he 
did, Rom. 7.25.) and preſſmg forwards towards the mark, 
for the price of the high Calling of God m Chriſt Jeſus : 
as. Phil. 3. 14. though, at the ſame time they tin 
and confeſs, that by reaſon. of the manifold weakneſles 
and infirmities of humane Nature, they cannot chuſc 
but more or leſs ſerve the Law of Sin, as He alſo did. 

2. Progreſſevely ; in regard he 1s in the right way tc 
perfettion ; and as he began, fo he gacth on in the paths 

| 0) 
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_Y /crfectzon- in this world conf! 


(13). 

of true Wiſdom,  Piety and Peace, that bring-Men 
ro it. He groweth an grace, as St. Peter exhorts, 2. Epitt. 
3. and the Naſt 3 And he goeth on from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
ll at laſt he appeareth before God in Sion. Plalm 84. 7. 
Which praiſe-worthy praCtice is' call d by St. Pazl, or 
perfecting holineſs m the fear of God. 2. Cor, 9. 1. Andin- 
this reſpect atrue Candidate of Grace 1s in this Life fit- 
ly compar to a young Child, which hath all the inte- 
oral parts of a Man, and upon that account is called a 
man, though he be not yer come to his full growth, 
[tature and perfeCtion. 

3- Comparatrvely; 1m regard of the great defects and 
deformities of other Men : And thus Noah, That firſt 
and moſt ancient Preacher of Righteouſneſs, 1s ſaid in Gen. 
6. g. to be a juſt Man and perfect in bis generations. Ho- 
ly Job a-perfect and upright man, Chap. 2. 3. that 1s, one 
that fo feared God, and eſchewed Evil, as that, it appear- 
ed, there was nene like him m all the Earth. And 1n this 
ſenſe it is that God commandeth Abraham to walk before: 
him and to be perfect. Gen. 17. 1. | 

4. Declaratively ; Almighty God, for the merits 
fake of his own Son, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, account- 
ing him for ſuch, and calling. him ſuch in his holy 
Word: And this 1s the higheſt pitch. of perfection of a: 
{incere faithfull good Man 1n this preſent Life. And. 
this- made the Father St. Auguſtin ſay, that the Saint's - 

feth Mages m remuſſune pec- 


catoru m 


(14) 

catorum, quam in perfectione virtutum, which the Pſalmiſt 
confirms in Pſal. 3 2. 1. 2. -Bleſſed is he whoſe Tranſgreſſs- 
0n ts forgrven, whoſe Sm us covered. Bleſſed is the Man 
unto whom the Lord imputeth not imquity , and m whoſe ſpt- 
rit there is no gule, And thus for the firſt term n the 
geod man's Character and Deſcription, whuch hath reſpect 
co his moral temper and qualification here 1n this life, 
and ſo beſpeaks him to be a truly religious good Man 
co Almighty God-ward. Mark the perfect Man. 

The Second followeth , which beſpeaks him to be 
. yery juſt and righteous in all his ACtions and Dealings 


Ifh-z. wich Men ; Behold the upright, 7w? is the original word 


which properly ſignifieth right and ſtraight, or plain and 
equal : And fo the upright man here ſpoken of (taking 
the word, as I ſaid betore, in a kind of diſtinct and 
different ſenſe from the word perfect) 1s One that ordereth 
his Converſation in all refpects in a right manner ;, (which 
' is the yery Character that David giveth of a Candidate 
of Heaven. Pſal. 50. ult ) that :s by the unalterable and 
the infallible Rules of uprightneſs ; my meaning is, That 
of ſound Reaſon, and of the unerring Law of God. Or, 
* more particularly, The true upright man ts one, 
rt. That taketh care and maketh it his practice to ſquare 
all his actions and dealings with men by a right Rule, that is, 

One, or both of thoſe before-named. 
2. That is acted and influenc'd i all that he dath by a 
right Principle ; that is, That of real honeſty ar = 
Cien- 


(15) 
{cientiouſneſs, and an habitual inward ſenſe of the 
indiſpenſible obligation that lieth upon him by yertue 
of the Law and the Prophets, To do unto all men, as be 
would have them do unto him, if the caſe were revers 4. 
And then, 

3. That directs all his Actions to a right End ; The glo- 
ry of God, and the good of mankind ; his Neighbours eſ- 
pecially, and thoſe in particular that he hath to: deal 
with. I do but only name theſe things for the more 
expedition, | 

And thus you have the compleat Character, or the 
Lineaments, at leaſt, of a ſincere and truly good man, 
during this life : He zs both perfect towards G od, and upright 
alſo towards Men ; as he taketh care to give God his Right, 
{o likewiſe to render unto all men therr Dues , whether 
Supertours, Infertours, or Equals. True Religzon was al- 
ways a Friend to Juſtice, and Honeſty, Mercy and Chartty : 
Nay, thoſe kind of Acts were always c{teem'd the moſt 
ſubſtantial part of Religion, as appeareth by St. Fames's 
Deſcription of it, chap. 1. 27. Pure Reltgton and unde- 


filed before God and the Father xs this (faith he there) To 


viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows m their affliction, and to 
keep himſelf unſpotted from the World. compard with that 
in Pſal. 15.1, 25 3. Lord, who ſhall abide im thy Taber= 
nacle 2 who ſhall dwell in thy holy hill 2 He that walketh 
"prightly and worketh righteouſueſs, and who ſpeaketh the 
truth im his heart. He that backbiteth not with his Tongue, 
wor doth evil to his Netghbour, $&C. I: 


'I | orber - 


wel I come now-to- the other part of the good Max's De- 
Jt Fl ; ſcriptiong that ts, with reſpect to his final ſtate, and his 
b fs appy condition hereafter : The end of that man is peace 


WECUSCDS 


| 
} word 
l, 


More particularly,hereare two terms that require Expl!i- 


_ 


moſt 
he an it's true; aud middle part bf that man's 
life gnerally ts jul of trouble, and full of miſery 5 bur the 
end thereof 1s reſt and peace, quite contrary to the:Jot and 
5ortion of the Unrighteous, who commonly have their 
[t days at firſt, and their worlt at laſt. The W te 
man, indeed, faith, 'T hat there zs one event to'the Righte- 
ous, and to the Wicked ; to the Clean, and to the Unclean ; 
to himthat ſacrificeth, and to him that ſacrificeth not : buc 
that reſpeCts only the matter , not the manzer of thoſe 
Men's Ends ; which fo vaſtly differ, that Ba/aam made 
it his principal with, O let me dye the death of the Righte- 
ous : for the end, he ſaw, of that man would be 'peacc. 


cation. .1.. The word End. and then 2. The word 'Peace. 

r. The word End: an Ambiguous term, - which 
ſeemeth to be capable of a three-fold interpretation 
herein this place. For cither, EE 

1, We may.underſtand it of the good endund happy iſſue 
of all the troubles,” afflictions and tryals, that'do befall:ggod 
and righteous men m their earthly Pulgrimage 3” the good end, 
I nean, which the divine Wiſdom ant Providence, in mercy 
towards them, . propotmds to'tt ſelf, and aimeth at for them ; 
which iscall'd by St. James, T he end of the Lord,as beirig 
gracioully' delignd by him, and orderd by him for 
i : "1their 


. - 


I (27; 1 
their true good, and eyermore ending therein ; how 
ickfome and grieyous ſoevyer the paſlage, through ſtorms 
and rempeſts, hardſhips and dangers leading thereto, 
may ſeem unto them. .. Beho/d (faith he) chap. 5. 11. 
we count them happy which do endure. but why and where- 
fore ? he giveth both a Reaſon, and a moſt remarka- 
ble Inſtance ro prove it : his Inſtance is fob, the miſera- 


left Man, we may preſume, for ſome ſpace of time” .- , 


that ever was heard of ; foraſmich as he was wholly 
given up by God (he and all that he had, fave only 
his Life) to: the urmoſt malice and cruelty of -Satan, 
for a thorow trial of his Integrity ; which he retamd ſt: 
2 the laſt, with ſuch admurable patience and perſeye- - 
rance as made him renowned all the World over ; and 
therefore (faith he) Te have heard of the pattence of Job : 
His Reaſon was God's good end and aim im all his afflictuons, 
which was to try hum, as Silver and Gold are tryd in ' 
the Fire; and thereby render his happy condition af- 
ter all, 
For his Hiſtary telleth us, eb. 42. 12. that the Lord 
bleſſed the latter end of, Job more than bis beginning : which © 
was a thing ſo very/notorious, that it was as certainly 
known and belieyd by all the Faithfull, as if they tad 
ſeen it : And therefore (faith he) Je have alſo ſeen the 
end of the Lord, and find that the Lord zs very pitiful, 
and of tender mercy towards his Servants ; for he never 
afHlicts them but for thetr real good and profit : as the A- 

Mie 3 poſtle - 
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(18) 
poltle ipeaketh, (Hebr. 1 2. 10.) That they may thereby be 
made partakers of his holineſs. Now, whether the geod 
man's End in this ſenſe, (which ſcemeth molt agreeable 
to the Pſalmiſt's main drift and ſcope in this place) may 
not be truly ſaid to be grace, mercy and peace,. I leave 
you to judge. David, I am ſure, by happy experience 
found it to be fo ; who being come to thrs comfortable 
Eud, and caſting an Eye back upon all that had befaln 
him in order thereto, thankfully faith, That it was 1n- 
deed good and happy for him that he had been afflicted. Pſa), 
119.71. And ſo did St. Paul, and all true Believers 
that were his Contemporaries ; nay, wot only ſo ; but they 
gloried alſo in Tribulations ; (Rom. 5. 3.) as knowing well 
that though no chaſtning for the preſent feemed to be j»yous, 
but rather grievous, yet nevertheleſs afterward (that is,at the 
End) : yelded the peaceable fruits of Righteouſneſs un- 
to them which are exerciſed thereby. And thus much 
for the fir{t interpretation of the word End, as it de- 
noteth the happy iſſue of all the trewbles, afflictions and try- 
als that do befall good and righteous men im their Earth!) 
Pugrimage ; or, the End, if you will, which the Proine 
Wiſdom and Providence, tm mercy towards them. propounds 
to zt ſelf, and anmeth at for them. Again, 

2. We may underſtand it of the end and period of the 
good man's natural Life, by the ftroke of Death : of which 
Moſes ſpeaketh, Det. 3 2. 29. Oh that they were wiſe, that 
they underſtood this, that they would conſider their latter end" 
for that 15 the way that perfect and upright men do always 
| "IEG take 


(19) 
take, that ſo their End m this ſenſe may be Peace. Now 
y be there-is a two-fold Peace that accrueth to good and 
god richteous Men at this End. 

ablefl x1. Peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chrift,, who 
may :5 hoth therr Peace im the Abſtraf?, Ephel. 2. 14. And by 
cave che price of His precious Blood and infinite Merit , 
NCCF hath alſo purchas 4 r—_ all ſuch. And this St. Paxl 
able ſpeaks of, Rom. 5. 1. herefore being juſtified by Faith, 
faln}»- have peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
r 10 2. Peace from God : that Peace which 1s called 
Plal. Ml; Peace of God , which paſſeth all underſtanding, 
VerSEPhil. 4. 7. Out of the Eater came forth Meat, and 
1791 of the Strong came forth Sweetneſs : ſaid S ampſon 11 his 
wellBR:Jdle : Ggnifying thereby the Honey he found mm the dead - 


yous, YL;on's Carcaſe. Judg. 14. 14. And fo its here; for the 
the ighteous Man departs with Rejoycing, or the Hos 
= ney, at leaſt, of Aſſurance in his Heart ; that birter 
1y'6 


up being ſweetned by the good Hope that he bath tn 
: de- rs Death. Prov. 14. 32. 
tri :. We may underſtand it of the moſt bleſſed ſtate and 
rth!yModition of everlaſting Peace and Happineſs which ts res 
rvineferved for him in Heaven, at the end of all things, after 
wnasFhe final Sentence and Doom at the Day of Judgment ; 
hen be ſhall enter into Peace ; (as the Prophet telleth 
S, Iſat. 57. 2.) that is, the ſtate and happy place of Etere 
al Bliſs ; where there is nothing at all but Peace for 
ver and ever. And this may ſuffice to diſcoyer unto 
C 2 you 


F the 
hich 
that 
end 
Nays 
take 
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you the full ſenſe and meaning of this word End, herff 
in this Text ; where, at the eo time, all under one 
I have likewiſe ſhewd you What kind of Peace the fail. 
ſeveral Ends of every perfeft and upright Man are ever 
more accompanted with-; and therefore I hope thac foiſſ . 
brevities ſake I may be excuſed from ſpeaking any thing 
more of- that Term, I mean, The word Peace. Bu 
here a Queſtion mult be reſolyd. 

Query. Whether the perfeft and upright Man have th: 
Reward, T he Bleſſmg of Peace at his latter End only 2 Fo 
that would. afford. but little Encouragement to an)fſ - 
that are not fully. perſwaded of the Souls Immortality 
and of the Rewards of another Life. 

Anſw. And therefore to this my Jnſwer zs Negative 
That the ſaid peace, happineſs and: comfort of upright. Mex. 
wat reſervd and defer 4 to their latter End.only, viz. the Da 
of-therr Death, aud ther Joy a/o that in the preſence of Gu 
but that they enjoy -1t alſo in this Life, on this fide ti 
Grave, in their well-contentcd and pious Minds ai 

* Souls, at the leaſt. Great: peace have they that love thy. Lai 
and nothing ſhall nor can offend them. Plal; 119. 165. 1a 
26. 3. Thom wilt keep him. perfett. peace, whoſe mand ! 


ftayd on Thee. chap..32. 17. The works of- Righteouſye 
ſhall bepeace, and the effects of Righteouſneſs, queetneſs an 
aſſurance for ever. John 16. 3 3: Theſe things I have ſpok 
unto. you, that in me ye might have peace, i the world » 
ſhall have tribulation ; but be of good cheer, 1 have overcon 

j 
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the World. with chap. 14. 27. Peace 1 leave-with you, my 
peace 1 grve unto you, that is, peace of C: onſctence ; let not 
your heart therefore be troubled, neuher let it be afraid, 
 Uſþe. 1. Now ſeeing it is thus 3 4s we therefore wiſh 
for true peace and comfort, either m Life or Death, e: ther 
here or hereafter ; ſo lct it be our great care and endeavour 
that we may deſerve the Deſcription and Charatter of the 
zood Man here m my Text : And in this matter, let all 
be ſincere, and flee from hypocriſie ; for thoſe that ap- 
prove themſelves to be ſuch, They ſhall recerve thes Bleſ- Pak 
fg of peace from the Lord here, ſooner or later ; and at the J" 
laſt day a Crown of Righteouſneſs from the God of ther Sal- 
vation. Light (faith Plal. 97. 11.) :s ſown for the Righ- 
teous, and Gladneſs for the upright in heart 5 whereof in 
due time he ſhall reap and recerve a plentiful! crop im the 
Manfuns of peace. And with this I diſmuls the (1. Gene- 
ral part ) contained in the Words, The good Man's Cha- 
rafter aud Deſcription , both with reſpeEt to hrs moral 
State and Qualification, which denominates him to be 
perfett and upright, and alfo with reſpect to his final 
ſtate and conditin hereafter, which promuſeth and pro- 
nounceth him to be. bleſſed and happy 3 for the End of that- 
Man zs peace. 

2. General, The ſecond follows in as few words as' 
may be. The Pſalmiſts Advice and Direttion here, how 
we may beſt make advantage of this rare Objeft unto- our” 
ſelves 3 and that is by taking ſpecial notice-and confi- 
dering ; 


(22) 
| dering of it : Mark the perfett Man, and behold the up- 
right. In the foregoing words, he ſets down his Re- 


quickly periſhing (tate of the wicked ; I have ſeen the wick- 
ed in great power, and ſpreading himſelf like a green Bay : 
Tet he paſſed away, and lo, he was not ; yea, 1 ſought him 
but he could not be fornd. In direCt oppolition to which, 
he refers himſelf here to the moſt 1triEt obſeryation of 
Others, as to the Reghteous; whoſe End they would cer- 
tainly find to be peace : Andthis is done, as it appears, 
the more fully and clearly to conyince All of the great 
difference that is berwixt good and bad Men ; as in 
their ways and aCtions of Life, fo in their Rewards: 
And to teach us withal, That what he obſerved in his 
days, in particular, might be obſeryd, and would be 
made good in all times in general ; T be Almighty being 
the fame yeſterday and to day, and for ever. The prom- 
dence of God (faith a late worthy Preacher) ever acts like 
it ſelf ; And though it-may yary in particular Circum- 
ances, yet {till ever keepeth to its general rule, Of re- 
warding every one, at laſt at the leaſt , according to thezr 
Works. And therefore Mens former experiences are 
juſt grounds of preſent and future Confidence 3 And 
paſt Diſpenſations of Dryme Providence towards the Righ- 
reous and the Ungodly, may encourage Belieyers to 
look for the fame. And thence it is that David con- 
tents not himſelf with his ſpecial Remarks on the /at- 


ter 


If 


marks upon the now flouriſhing, and then again ſt 


f 
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cr only, but earneſtly calls upon All im cheſe words, 
to make che like on the forwer allo : ſaying, Mark tbe per- 
- fcc: Man, and bebald the upright. 

The byunction 1s doubled ro denote, I preſume, both 
7 the Pſalmiſt's earneſtneſs and Urgency 3 and alſo the Du- 
15 neceſſity , To prevent all thoſe dangerous miſcon- 
f Fiiructions, whicha ſlight Obſervation, and carnal Rea- 
{un might otherwile be apt to make of God's proceed- 
nzs and dealings with Men. Beſides which, another 
Reaſon may be given of this double Exhortation, viz. 
nat a double ObjeEt may be aimed at in this two- 
told Expreſſion : v:z.. 

1. The Righteous Man's good canrſe of Life. Andthen, 

2. His happy Death. 

Firft, In the courſe of his Life, his Intentions are 
nown only to God, but his Actions are viltble uuto 
len ; And therefore our Saviours Admonuion to all 
uch is, Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they ſees 
our good Works may glorifie the Fatber which ts in Heaven. 
(ow, if good Men muſt do their Works ſo as that ( 
icy may be ſeen, then Others are bound to fee and 
xhold them as they are done : And upon: this ac- 
ount, We muſt Mark the perfect Man, and behold the 
r:4ht, for a two-fold good End. 

1. That we may be moyed and induced thereby to 
ve and honour him, and the Graces alſo of God's 


oly Spirit, that are fo eyidently manifeſt in him. 
| 2. Thac 
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2. That we may be provok'd and encouragd there 
by to make it our buſineſs to imitate him in it , hi 
good courſe of life, I mean, upon Earth ; which hart 
{o many great and invaluable Bleſſings and Priviledge 
entailed upon it : As to /rve mn peace here ; To dye 1 
peace With God and his own Soul, and Conſcience 
a Mercy which paſſeth all underſtanding) And then afte: 
all, To enter into the Manfuns of Peace, and there abide wii 
Chriſt and his Angels, and the $ = of juſt Men, mad 
perfect for ever, and ever. And then, 

JS econdly, Another Object that may be aim d dt, by th 
Pfalmaiſt, in this double Expreſſion is, The good man, 
happy Death and Departure ; upon which account it}, 
well worth our while, with the utmoſt exaCtneſs, - 
mark and behold him ; and as near as we can to be Fo! 
lowers of him ; that ſo at the laſt we may All be {.. 
happy, as therein alſo to ſymbolize with Him. Wh: 
God of his goodneſs and mercy grant unto every one of uf, : 
And fo I conclude and diſmiſs my Diſcourſe on thF., 


Words. 


The Conſideration and Reaſon that moved me i, 
pitchupon which, was the ſuitableneſs and applicablJ- 
neſs of them (in the qualified ſence that I have given; 
thera) to our Dear Brother and Neighbour, departed ,, 
and that with reſpect both to his good Life and A; 
ons among us, and alſo to His | aus Death 

Departt 
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 [Deparcure from us : And therefore th:s (as 'tis the beſt 
"E becauſe ſhorteſt and plameſt, ſo it) might ſuffice, with- 
0 out any more words, for a true and full Charatter of 
I Him, But if you pleate to conſult the Scriptures, and 
EY you will ſcarce find any good Man, that was eminent- 
ly ſuch, laid in the Grave without an Epitaph of Ho- 
nour : Something more therefore mult be faid by me, 
Ithar ſo I may yield due praife and glory to God s Holy 
""' Name, for his ſpecial Grace vyouchſafed unto Him ; 
MY pay all due reſpect and honour to the Dead ; and fet 
it good Pattern before you, the Suryivers. 
ny And here now I have fo much matter before me, 
"Fchat I know not- which way to turn my hand to it. /- 
"Y nope me copia fecit. Plenty maketh me poor ; for I have 
_ indeed; ſo..much to fay, that I know not with whar, - 
Frvr where to begin ; However, ſeeing that a beginning 
" Finy Account of him muſt neceſſarily have, it ſhall be 
MY\;ich chat, from avhich he him(elf deriv'd his Regin- 
"Ying, I mean, his Extrafton ; by yettue* whereof he - 
Mas deſcended of a worthy Progenitour, (Secretary 
(I think) to Charles the 5th. Emperour of Germany) who 
was One of the firſt .(as he hatch oft cold me with his 
- Yown Mouth) that. calt oft the. Yoke of proud papal 
o Tyranny : Buc I remember that of tne Poet, Nam genus, 
J > proavos, > que non fecrmus ipfe --—//ix ea noſtra Voco, 
"And therefore I would haye you look upon that as 
Fiche {lendereſt part of this Gentleman's : Character ; . 
D chough. | 


[ 
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| Reformd True Chrittian Religion unto the laſt, -a 
his aforeſaid great Grandfather yas in his time zealo 
for it at firſt : Which he was commonly wont, in 
diſcourſe, gratefully to attribute to the Religiou 
good Education and Inſtructions that he had receiyet 
from His own Parents, his Mother eſpecially ; who 
Goodneſs and Piety he would many times take occa 
fion to ſpeak of with much complacency. 


though ir muſt be confeſs d, to his high commendat; 
on, that he was as ftedfaſt i the profeſſion of theſſp 


f 


h 
n 
5 
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But waving theſe things as too remote, I ſhall hay: n 
more than enough to ſay, though I limut my {elf tf 
his own properly Perſonal Excellencics ; of whichlT re] 


member, St. Chryſoftom faith, That Om ivdetr2; ws gan 
Aoyizs Tegrs ti, this 15 the beſt way to ſet forth a Pedrgre: 
In ſhort then, He was, 


», A generous ſpirited and worthy Gentleman. 
. A juſt and an upright Mai. 

3. 4 careful and provident Man. 
. A quiet and peaceable Man. 


. And humble munded- and affable. Man. And then, 


. And laſtly. 4 very kind-hearted and a good naturt 
Man. | 


All which commendable: Quairfications were ſo note 


rtouſly conſpicuous in him, that I may -be :excuſeQ 


fro 
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4 from a diſtin& Enlargement upon them, becauſe, I 
DR I ſpeak before none but Thoſe that knew 
W him, and conſequently muſt needs have a very great 
yalue for him : And alſo becauſe They may all be com- 
prizd and briefly ſummd up in this pithy Encomium, 


7 bat he was a very honeſt and a true-Engliſh-bearted good 


Chriſtian : which, without flattery, I am {ure is The 


Ju * and true Charadter 0 f hm : 5 To which, nothing more 


oug the Judictour, would nced to be added : But that I 
2m obliged, for the glory of God's Grace, - (as I pro- 


Jmiſed before) and to make my diſcourſe the more edi- 


tying, To ſet Him up as a really excellent and worthi- 
ly imitable Pattern before you, for divers things. As, 


. For his true love to ,. and ſober zeal for God and 

Rel ig10n. 
2. For his natural cpſis and conſtant Charity to- 

p "= the Poor. 

. For his unſpotted Loyalty to bis Prince. And, 

. For his impartial , praiſe-worthy kindneſs aud heſpi- 
To. towards All that 'd orted unto bis: Houſe, both Acquazn- 
tance and Strangers. 1+ I lay, 


. For Ins true Love to, and: ſober zeal for God and 
Rel hain To this truly primitive, and beſt Reformed- 
Church in'the World, (I mean, The Church of England ) 
wherein he was born baptiz'd and bred up ; and #4 


'2 of. 
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of he was a true Member 5 he was an inmoveable anc 
itedfaſt Friend-;- and that in an equaland an unalters- 
ble oppoſition to both extremes of Popery and Super 
{tition on the one hand, and of Enthuſiaſm and 
groundlefs Phanaticiſim on the other : For his co 

itant care and practice was To enquire for the Old paths 
Where is the good way, and walk therem ; as God directs 
Jer. 6.16. and to pay his Deyotions to the great Ge 

of Heaven and Earth, in that middle way which th 
blind Papiſts boldly call Herefie, and our prejudiced 
Diflenters have been unreaſonably apt to call Poperj 
And in this he hath not been like a wavering Reed, or, 
Iillow, bur as a firm Oak and ſteady Pillar. In a word 
Such was his loye to the publick Solemnities of Divin: 
Worſhip, that he never tail'd (unleſs hindred by Sick 
neſs, or the King's Bufineſs) to be preſent at them 

and always frequented his own Pariſh-Church 

Where his demeanour was ſo Deyout, ſo Solemn an 
Grave , fo  Un-aftefted and truly Conformable 

Kneeling and Standing, and Worthipping God a 
well with his Body, as with his Spirit, as occalio 
requird ; that it plainiy appeard that he had a mol 
awhull Senſe of God's Prefence, and of the ſacreduc 

of the Duties thar he was then engagd in. And no) 
would All-chat hear me this day, but make him thei 
Pattern, in this reſpect, I dare ſay, they would fin 


both great farisfaCtion, at preſent, here 1n their Boſom 
u 
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upon it 3 and they might alſo hope, that their latter 


$4, like his, ſhould be peace. Again, 2. 


2. Another thing for which I may ſet him up as an excel- 
lent Pattern before you, Was his natural Compaſſion and con- 
ſtant Charity towards the Poor , his poor Neighbours 
chiefly, and Strangers alſo ; divers of which had dai- 
| Relief both by Bread, Meat and Drink , and by 
Money alſo, at ſome ſpecial tumes, at his bountifull 
Gate. And as he thus did good all his Life-time at 
his own Home, fo he hath lett a very large Teſtimony 
of his Defign, that his Goodneſs and Charity ſhould 


{ <:d abroad (according to the good old Obſervation ) 


now after his Death : Having bequeathed by his Laſt 
\Vill and Teſtament, 400 /. tothe 4 Hoſpitals ; and 
:00 /. to the Poor of this Pariſh, to be kept as a 
Sock, or layd out and improved for their better Re- 
lief : Beſides many other conſiderable Legacies and 
Annuiries to a very great value. 

3- Another thing was his untainted Loyalty towards his 
Prince : Wherein, as his own honeſt Boaſt was, No 
one was ever able to ſay, that black, was his Eye, His 
was the true Primitive Loyalty, without any Shifts or 
-quivgcations, Phanatical DiſtinEtions, or Jeſuitical 
Fyaſtons ; holding himſelf obligd in all caſes, that 
ere not {infull, aEtively and cheerfully tr obey 5 Bur 
2.no.caſe, nor for any Cauſe or Reaſon whatloeyer , 


to reſiſt or oppoſe lawfull Authority. 4. And laſtly, 


F.v The 
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4. The laſt thing for which I may well propound him a 
a. Pattern to All, was his unparallelt d Sweetneſ.s of Tempeſpa; 
and Hoſpitality that diſcoverd it ſelf towards All that re$c 
ſorted unts his Houſe : Which though it might challeng; 
more words, perhaps from me, to ſet forth. ic's praiteJn 
than any thing elfe that hath been yet mention'd ; yey! 
T ſhall uſe the feweſt abour it ; in regard I believu 
there's ſcarce any one here that hath not experienc'd in 
oyer and over. Only one thing I cannot chuſe but obÞf 
ſerye, That though he was hugely obliging and courSſft 
teous rowards all. Men i generall ; yet he ſeem. ever 
more to-ſhew his particular kind Reſpects to the Clergy 
with. an extraordinary Delight and Complacency ; bei! 
ing never more chearfull than when im their Company 
nor better pleaſed. than when he had ſome of chem ajui 
his Table ; which- was almoſt daily : Sure I am, that 
ſcarce eyer any Preached here before him, but immedi{Þ.« 
ately after, they were well Entertained at his Houſe,n 
and Feaſted art his Table. t 
Thus lived this excellent praiſe-yz/orthy Genelemangn 
whoſe Goodneſs and: Kindneſs was ſo univerſal (like 
that of Tits Veſpaſian, who was thereupon calledJvi 
The Delight of Mankind.) that it makes his Death juſtlyÞ: 
lamented by All , both. Clergy and Laity, RelationsÞþo 
and Seryants , Neighbours and Friends, and all chai 
had any Acquaintance with him. And not without 
Reaſon, if we do but con{1der what hath been ſpok 
en,. and duly reflect upon our fad Loſs. But 


(3T) 
? aff But it is too late now to irritate Grzef/ which 
*wean do neither Us nor the Dead any good : Much ber- 
re&er and fitter a Work it would be, to ſtrive to admi- 
ngFhilter comfort to All, by minding them of the Pſal- 
ieFniſt's aſſertion here in the Text, That the End of the 
yet pright good Man is Peace ; And that our great Lols 1s 
evehur Dear Brother's far greater Gain. ; Who is now 
1 hn poſſeſſion of That ſtate of happineſs, which the Souls 
obÞf ſincere and humble Penitents are admitred unto 
urgfter this Life. 
4 There ler us leave his Soul at Reſt, and here com- 
r2jfoit his Remains to the Earth in a decent manner, 
bee] the Reſurrefton of the Upright at the laſt day. And 
11 the mean time, whilſt we have Health and Oppor- 
| aunity, Let us ſtrive to deſerve this moſt excellent 
12Þharacter (as our deareſt Friend did ) nere inthe Text: 
diÞ.cr us imitate him in his true Love and-Zeal for God 
$nd Religion, his Charity to the Poor, his-Loyalty to 
1s Prince , and his good Will and Kindneſs to All ; 
nnd then we may hope that Our End ſhall be Peace ; 
kind that at the laſt, we ſhall haye with him, and 
dvich all Thoſe that are departed in the rue Faith of 
yDod's Holy Name, our perfect conſummation and bliſs 
nsÞoch in Body and Soul, in his Eternal and Everlaſting 
naKin gdom of Glory. 
ut} For which bleſſed State, &C. 
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